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“In rural New Zealand, houses consist of one storey only. They are built of wood, 
roofed with corrugated iron, and painted in various buff or cream-coloured shades 
with red, brown or green facings. … The life of a wooden house of the type built in 
the early days is about fifty years: it follows that the old farmhouses of Littledene 
are falling into decay. … The wood-borer, which came from England as an uninvited 
guest in the boxes and furniture of the early settlers, plays havoc with the fabric of 
these houses and fills the air of many of them with yellow wood-dust.”

Somerset, H.C.D. (1938) Littledene: a New Zealand rural community. Wellington: 
New Zealand Council for Educational Research.
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F., household
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Study



Desk, oak, study
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Olivetti Lettera 32, study



21



Photographs, family, study
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Bookcase, study
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Desk, red gum, study
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Photograph, Waikura, study
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Sitting room



Shelves, sitting room
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LP inserts, sitting room
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Side table, sitting room
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Decanters, sitting room
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Nisbet, Australia, sitting room
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Nisbet, New Zealand, sitting room
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Bedroom



Bookcase, bedroom
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Bréviaire monastique, bedroom
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Side tables, bedroom
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Dressing room



Drawers, dressing room



55



Wardrobe, dressing room
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Kitchen



Writing desk, oak, kitchen
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Pantry, kitchen
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Prep, kitchen
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Pan, carbon steel, kitchen
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Chair, walnut, kitchen



69



Anchovies, kitchen
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Pin board, kitchen
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Wash-house



Tools, wash-house
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Oil bottle, wash-house
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Machinery



Scrub cutter, machinery
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Land Rover, machinery
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Blower, machinery
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Wood vice, machinery
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Mower, machinery
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Garden



Kowhai, garden
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Pink rose, garden
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Red rose, garden
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R.B.M., household
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